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No. 1701/66

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
19 December 1966

MEMORANDUM

Amsessment of Algerian-Moroccan Relationships

Summary

Moroccan concern over the possibility of an
attack from Algeria has led it to search for arms
and military assistance. Although it seems unlikely
that the Algerians intand, or would be able, to
mount any large-scale military operation against
Morocco during the next several years, the concern
in Morocco is nonetheless real. .

Rabat is unhappy with the US refusal in August
to sell it some $12-14 million worth of arms. How-
ever, so0 long as some US aid continues and some al-
ternate Western arms sources are found, this seens
unlikely to lead to a deterioration in US-Moroccan
relations to the point, for example, that US use of
the base at Kenitra would be jeopardized.

State Dept., OSD reviews completed

Note: This memorandum was produced solely by CIA.
It was prepared by the Office of Current In-
telligence and coordinated with the Office
of Research and Reports and the O0ffice of
National Estimates,

o Ty
D34-2 i

25X1



25X1

Approved For Retease 2006/0gthryGiA-RDP79T008264901500010034-2

Background

1. The continuing flow of Soviet arms into
Algeria has increased the nervousness of its neigh-
bors--~Morocco and Tunisia-~both of which are in-
volved in territoriesl disputes with Algeria. 1In
addition to ths potential military threat which
they see in a wnll-equipped and well-trained Alge-
rian army, authorities in Rabat and Tunis fear that
the revolutionary socialists in Algiers may seek
to undermine their own regimes. Both have acught
significant new quantities of US military assist-
ance,

2. The Algerian Government, for its part, ad-
mits that the humiliation its army suffered at the
hands of the Moroccan forces during border hostil-
ities in October 1963 provided the impetus for the
presaent military buildup, but it disclaims any ag-
gressive intentions. It claims that its peolicy is
to have a swmall but technically compatent and well-
armed striking force which would deter any poten-
tial attacker.

3. The Algerian Government has evinced a path-
ological fear of external aggression., Last spring
and summer, Algerian officials clearly believed re-
current rumors to the effect that the US had con-
cluded base agreaments with both Merocco and Tuni-
sia with the object of "encircliing” Algeria., Re-
peated denials by American, Moroccan, and Tunisian

officials seemed to cquiat their fears. |

Algerian Intentions and Capabilities

4. Concluaiocr H of NIE 6§0-66, The Maghrad
{Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia), S May 1988, s%ﬁfe :
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"Despite the tensions among the Maghreb states, none
is likely to mount a deliberate major armed attack
against a neighbor during the period of this esti-
mate” (the next two or three years). American of-
ficials in Algiers do not balieve that any Algerian
official, even among leftist leaders, contemplates
military aggression against Algeria's neighbors. 1In
contrast with the military display of the 1 November
1965 parade on the anniversary of the outbreak in
1954 of the rebellion (when for internal reasons

the Boumediene regime fealt a need to show its
strength), the 1 November 1966 parade subordinated
its military section to its civilian and party
units. Although the army is the basis of support
for Boumediene and has a major voice in policy mak-
ing, the regime is not militaristic. Military men
in uniform are rarely seen, and the army partici-
pates in implementing economic and politiecal reforms
as well as in backatopping the police services. More-
over, Boumediene--as well as Hassan and Bourquiba--
has shown marked restraint in handling recurrent
border problenms.

5. Although the amount of Soviet military
equipment received is impressive in quantity, type,
and sophistication and is far in excess of Algeria's
defense needs, there are a number of significant
iimitations on Algeria's military capabilities. A
major training program under way for some time should
begin to remedy some deficiencies in a year or two,
but Algeria still suffers a shortage of skilled
technicians for the operation, maintenance, and re-
pair of equipment, a lack of operational experience
with large units, and inexperience in air/ground
tactical cooperation. It alsoc lacks an effective
logistic and supply system capable of supporting
sustained combat operations of any magnitude.

6. Political considerations also probably im-
pair the effectiveness of the 62,000-man Algerian

- Army. The single most important long-term problem

faced by the army, aside from the deficiency of
human talent, is its lack of homogeneity. Its of-
ficer corps is an amalgam of: (a) officers, many
of them former officers or noncommissioned officers

Approved For Release 2006/ RETIA-RDP79T00826A001500010034-2

25X1



25X1

of the Preach Army, whc 8 sesbars of the faritar
rebal "Army of the Exterior” and Seneral Staff ssa¢
cut mogt of the rebellion in neighboring Punisis
and Moroceo: (o) ex-guacrilla chiafs of the *in-
terior” aremy wiosz professional qualifications are
ralativaly modsst but W have developed laadorship
gqualities an’ consideradle influence in thelr own
reglons: (o} relative awrcomers from the Preanch
Army whose professiconal beckgroond iz 9008 but who
have little prestige becauvue of thelr late conver-
sion to the nationalist cause: and (&) “new army”
officers trained abroal since inderendence, mostly
irr the USER and the VAR. It has been Bounedicne’s
oujsotive to amootl: ovear the inevitable frictions
that arise among these grouns and through intensive
training to oresata 2 sore homogencous professional
army .

7. ¥hile this objactive has undoubtaedly bsen
pursusd with considerable success, fealings of suop-
arste groupn ldentity sawve not bwen arased., Porser
mesbars of the “interior® army are probably still
in the majority asong army officers. They take
graat pride in theilr reole during the rebellion, but
they are at a ssrious disacivantage in a sodarn acay
hacause of thelr weak adusational and vrofessional
gualifications. As a couseguence they tend trn fall
back on personal relationships. Professionally
trained officers, o the other hand, have developud
2 eompon interest ia snsuring that sdvancement is
based on merit rather than “connsctions.”

8. It is probably too eariy to oount the
graduates of Sovieti, Tast Buropean, and Bayptlan
militaxy schools, who are still velatively junior,
as an emerging force within the army., Within five
vears, howeveyr, their swders and influence mav be
significant epough %o give them the balance of rower
betwean the ex-muerrillas and the French-trained
rrofessionals,

Horogean Capabiiities an RMequests for Ald

9. ‘The ¥orovcan arrmed foree: are smaller anc
lezs well equired than those of Algeria, but they

.
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ara not iasignificanc. The 47,000-wan army is
conparatively well trained and loyal to King Hassan.
¥ith adwance waraing and sreparation, Morecce iz
probably capable of containing an Algerian invazion
st most points along ite borders and of providieg
sowe Sefanze in mountairous areas. Bowever, because
of its guantitative and qualitative inferiority in
eguipment . Morooeco's capadilities would diminish as
such & conflict progreseed.

10, Moroowo has received military assistance
from Prance totaling sosme $34 million in the past
few yeara; howsvar, the Prench ald program, which
smounted to $4 million amnvally, waer suspende? sone
montha age becnuse of pelitical difficulties Ha-
twaen the twos countuvies., A Prench training program
of some nagnlitude ocontinves, however. Althouash
Spain hag provided Morcogo with little iF any
military aquipmant, it has mllegodly agreed 2o
conme to Horocco'sz ald should Algeria invade.

11. US military assistance to Morocco beJan ou
& modest scele in 1960, and has so far amountod to
about $25 million. It was substantially incressad
in 1965, when a combined grant-sale agreczent of $11
willion was sinned, chisfly for 12 P-5% aircrafle.
Belivery begar in Hoverbar 1966, and will be con-
clnded 4 1968. In May 1966, Xing Hassan regquested
permisgion ¢o purchase froo the U8 $12-814 million
worth of military egquipment, chiafly tanks and anti-
tank weaponz. 7This recuest wes denied in August 1966€,

J2. Although Hasssn indicated he might solicit
arms from the USSR during his wviait there in late
October 1966, he prohably did not de so in viow of
the emphatlic Soviet gtataenment to him that in case

of conflict the UESR would side with hlgeria.!
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: 13, The ¥oroccans are, nevarthelessz, discussing

possible arms dslivaries with a novber of governmonts.

Thoy have ralscd the cuestion with Iran and Saudi

Arabis. They are raported to be negotiating witch

Italy for the purchase of self-propelled gquns and

tanks. | _ 25X1

25X1

Stability of the Moroccaa Regime

14. The Yoroccan redise, sunported by itz mili-
tary forces and police and accepted by the vast aa-
jority of the pepulation, is generally stable. 1Its
principal {mmediate necd is to put idle irndustrial
capacity to worl and to develop new industries ¢o re-
lieve uremploveent and eveate purchasing power., It
- also needs to roeform angricuniture and step up produc-
tion in order to fead its rapidly growing population.

15. "orocos mainteins a nonalignad stance, but
revertheless is Westerr oriented. Although its rela-
tionus with tho US have baccue closer as relations with
france have declinad during the past geveral vaars,
there are some indications that the latter are about
to {mprove.

i6. The King was bPleterly disappointed with the
S rafusal to meet hiv arme request, but he has been
somewhat mollified vy continuing close contacts with
Americar officials and by high-lavel discussions ro-
garding the potential thyeet from Algeria. ie car be
expected to sciicit arms and economic assistancs from
any likely scurce amxl will surcely at least raise the
quastion of arms with Fresident Johnson when he visits
the DY paxt vear.

17. Inevizakly the glcse relationship developed
by U5 Ambassifioy Tasca with Xing Hassan will Umin-
iz gomewhat as Hovooco finds alternats sources for
mrmg and scorormic aid. This will not necesssrily

’5%
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mean that US-doroccar velations will deteriorate pro-
foundly bub rather, mpinlv, that Hassan will have
expandad the sumber of pariners ho does business
with, US-~Morsoccar relations wonld suffer, however,
ware the US fo sut off aid at any time, for axamrle
ovar Moroeoan trals with Cuba, The wmoat ssrious as-
oect of a Morocoar arme-buying spree is that it will
serve to curtail essentizl economic developmant prod-
acts.

tack of Parallel Wich Portuguese and Turkish ™mition
On 08 Bascs

1%, The Moroccan obisctive in the ssarch for
arms is esasentially 0 provide a defonse agalinst
neighboring Algeria. f£o long as Rabat feels that
the US relationship provides at lsast sore support
for this objactive, it suams unlikely that the 1iw-
ited U8 position in Morevoo will ba sublectad to the
game uncertalisties affeeting the U8 position else-
where in the genaral area, as in Turkey and the
AROrBEg.

1%, The principal US problen in Turksy stems
primarily from US lack of support for the Turhkish
peasition on the Cyprus issus. This is compournded by
the upaurge of loftiss and nationalisn following
the 1960 military ravwolegion which leftist elsmsnts
in the Turkish vress arce esvpecially adept at exploit-
ing.

26, At Twrkev's reguast, Amerlcan hase ajgrae-
ments with Tarkay, shich were concluded afore the
1960 military rovolution, arc currently under re-
visaw,. Thiz2 say beeimw vary Ainvolwved and time consum-
inc. The reviow was helisved necessary hy pro-
Aporican Tarkish politieal and wilitary leaders wio
falt parsonally vulsarsbls &2 opposition ceriticism
of agrecmonts made by the prevevolutionary regime
witheut legisiative arsrovel.

$i. The Turkiish Coveroment now wants €0 fSon-

golidnte some 53 samarste agroerents into one )
package, It haz assured the US that all currsnt

.
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agreements will rooaip in forve watil revised
through bllat:ral sotisn., Nevertaclessa, some US
priviloges exervired under ticse agreenents
probanly will be restrictel or denied in the fu-
tures, as indesd thev are now-——Ffor example, "sclan-
tific flighte® owr the 3lack Rex and relatively
unlimited fiights cut of ¥ancirlik Adr Pase in
Turkey.,

22, The wery fact tiwat apy revised agresaent
provably wlill bo sulsdtted for debate and approval
o the Turkis!: dational Aszenbly, in which the
left now endoys sorn renreszantation, will undoubt-
edly panss problems.

23, U5 sconomic and military asasistance to
Turkey, which has besn vory substantial since 1947,
has mever been a major source of discontent in
Tuwrkey. FRowaver, it has been exoectasl for soua
¢ime that, as thig aid iz diminished, Turkey's at-
ticvde toward bases zand witraterritorial privileges
probably willl tichten,

24. &s lops ar the Desdrel governusent is in
powwer, the US probal:ly will cortinve o be accordsd
base rights and privilerss thet have a motual valus
for both the US and Turkoy witiin the context of
thwe HATD alliance. Privileges scudght outside this
context, howeaver, may becoome exprensive arnd be grantaed
only after oy barcalianing,

25, Portugal has bean coecl toward the United
Statea in the past several years because it rosents
Waghirnqgton's refusal to hack Portaguess policy in
Africa,. Lishon iz ospecislly urset by tha U3 re-
fusal to permit Portugal to use FATD adlitary eguip-
mant to subdus natives {0 tio Portwruwess African
provinces. To sucw its Mavleasore, Portugal re-
fused te rengy forarlly the agcreement undar whiich
the U maintains bages in the Agores. De facto au-
thoxizationr far US fercas co vemain in the Azores
now continnes on the baais of an agresssst which
axpired in Deceber 1942. The present prospecits ars
taat the eristing secus operandi for the bages ney
bae entirued indefinitely, aince Lisbon'zs only
hope of exertisr any prassure on the I3 dopenis on
the luverage of farzd by American occupation of the
bazey.
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